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Week Ending Friday, March 28, 1986 


Aid to the Contras 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
March 22, 1986 





My fellow Americans: 

Last Thursday the House of Representa- 
tives voted on a proposal to send aid to the 
freedom fighters of Nicaragua, the men and 
women struggling against the Communists 
who control their country. This proposal 
was designed to protect our own southern 
borders and give the freedom fighters the 
chance to reclaim their nation for liberty. It 
would’ve required no new money whatso- 
ever, but would simply have used funds al- 
ready approved by Congress for defense. By 
a margin of 12, the House voted no. Every 
day that this vote is permitted to stand, 
every day that freedom fighters are left de- 
fenseless against Soviet helicopter gunships, 
more lives will be lost, and the dangers will 
grow from this Soviet beachhead on our 
continent. 

Already the Soviets have armed Nicara- 
gua with tanks, antiaircraft missiles, and 
helicopter gunships. So-called advisers from 
the Soviet Union, East Germany, and Cuba 
swarm Nicaragua in the thousands and have 
helped the Nicaraguan Communists to build 
an army and militia of 120,000—by far the 
biggest armed force that Central America 
has ever seen. 

But that is not all. The Sandinistas have 
openly admitted that they intend to spread 
their Communist revolution throughout 
Latin America. But the Nicaraguan freedom 
fighters have handed the Communists a set- 
back. Although outnumbered and under- 
equipped, the freedom fighters have 
pinned down thousands of Sandinista troops 
and countless military assets. With their 
blood and courage, they have bought the 
people of other Central American nations 
the precious time they need to strengthen 
their democracies. And, in helping to 
thwart the aggressive designs of the Nicara- 
guan Communists and their Soviet-bloc ac- 


complices, they have directly contributed to 
the safety of the United States and the 
American people. We owe the freedom 
fighters a vote of thanks, not a vote of no 
confidence. I cannot accept the House 
action as final, for I cannot believe that it 
reflects the informed and considered will of 
the American people. 

Next week the effort to provide aid to the 
freedom fighters will move to the Senate. 
Our proposal, as it now stands, including its 
provision to give the freedom fighters de- 
fensive weapons immediately, represents 
the absolute minimum of assistance to 
which I can agree. Any less would be too 
little, any further delay would be too late. 

We speak not of a game in which one 
side can call “time out” to consider its op- 
tions; we speak of a life and death struggle 
for liberty. The Soviet gunships will not halt 
their operations while we debate. The 
House vote must be reversed, and soon. I 
urge the Senate to vote on the aid program 
promptly and the House to take the matter 
up once again as its next item of business. 

Some of our critics insist that even the 
minimal assistance we’re requesting is too 
much, and negotiations alone are the 
answer. Well, I must remind them that the 
Sandinista Communists have already con- 
cluded negotiations—in 1979 with the Or- 
ganization of American States. In that 
agreement, the Communists promised to 
conduct a peaceful, nonaligned foreign 
policy and to hold free elections. They have 
done neither. 

I must remind our critics that our admin- 
istration has pursued active diplomacy, 
holding 10 high-level meetings with the 
Sandinista regime. Always, the Communists 
have refused serious negotiations. I must 
further remind our critics that promising 
diplomatic proposals were on the table 
when Thursday’s damaging House vote took 
place. 

President Duarte of El Salvador and his 
Central American colleagues had proposed 
that a dialog take place simultaneously be- 
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tween the freedom fighters and the Nicara- 
guan Communists, between the Salvadoran 
Government and its Communist opponents, 
and between the Nicaraguan Communists 
and the United States. We support this initi- 
ative, but the Nicaraguan Communists have 
refused to take part. 

So, I would say to our critics: Join me in 
providing all the resources necessary—and 
that means military aid to the freedom 
fighters—to bring the Nicaraguan Commu- 
nists to the table and to make them honor 
the international promise they have already 
made to the Organization of American 
States. The Communists, themselves, have 
shown again and again that diplomacy alone 
is not enough. 

As your President, I cannot leave my suc- 
cessor, I cannot leave our children, to face 
grave dangers and agonizing decisions that 
with a minimum of foresight and courage 
could’ve been averted. The freedom fight- 
ers have done much; they ask little. Let us 
act to help them together, Democrats and 
Republicans, and let us act now. Then we 
can get on with the business of lending a 
hand to our neighbors as they attack pover- 
ty and create economic opportunity for 
their people. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Foreign and Domestic Issues 





Interview With R.W. Apple, Jr., Gerald M. 
Boyd, and Bernard Weinraub of the New 
York Times. March 21, 1986 





The Philippines 

Q. Thanks very much for seeing us. We 
appreciate that. We’re going to ask several 
foreign policy questions and domestic also. I 
thought we would, possibly, start with the 
Philippines and that whole area. 

Sir, several administration officials were 
quoted as saying that they were disgusted 
at what they found in Mr. Marcos’ luggage 
when he came to Hawaii. Do you share 
their surprise about the scale of his overall 
corruption when he was leader of the Phil- 
ippines? 
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The President. Well, I'll tell you, I’m not 
going to comment on that. I think here, 
now, we're talking about something that 
is—there are legalities involved. And I 
think, rather than comment on that, our 
interest is in continuing our historic friend- 
ship with the Philippines. And I’m going to 
let the law and justice take its course, and 
we'll abide by the laws. But also, that will 
involve not just hearsay and gossip and so 
forth, but a determination of what’s actually 
happened. I'll wait for that. 

Q. Do you think he should escape pros- 
ecution by courts in the U.S.? 

The President. I’ve said that I think the 
laws of not only our nation but the Philip- 
pine Government and international law, or 
the laws of whatever country he may go to, 
should be observed. 

Q. With no intervention? 

The President. No. 

Q. Or special tréatment? 

The President. That’s right. 

Q. So, you think he should be, in a sense, 
prosecuted by, if anything—— 

The President. If and when. So, as I say, 
I'll let the law take its course. 

Q. One more question on the Philippines, 
sir. You said that you wanted to give Mrs. 
Aquino time to form a new government 
and create a Cabinet and get things rolling. 
Why have you waited so long and not per- 
sonally called her? 

The President. 1 don’t think there’s been 
any occasion to, and I don’t think that we 
can say that she’s through with the process 
or the business of getting her government 
underway and going. And we’ve main- 
tained contact with her through our Ambas- 
sador and others. She’s still organizing a 
government. No need to. 

Q. Would you like to meet with her, sir, 
at some point? 

The President. \f that will improve or 
continue or help to continue the relations 
we've always had, fine, I'll do whatever—— 

Q. Any prospect of that on your Asian 
trip? 

The President. No, because there we’re 
going to Indonesia, and I’m going to meet 
with the ASEAN leaders. It’s a meeting that 
was once scheduled and put off. There will 
be a representative of the Philippine Gov- 
ernment as a part of that meeting. 
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Q. But not she herself? 
The President. No, not to my knowledge. 


U.S.-Soviet Relations 


Q. Sir, on U.S.-Soviet relations, Mr. Gor- 
bachev pledged to you in Geneva last No- 
vember that he wanted to have a summit, 
and now he’s been seemingly sounding like 
he really is not interested in it. Do you feel 
personally deceived? . 

The President. No, because I don’t feel 
that any decision has been made. There was 
one government official—not the General 
Secretary—who discussed with some of our 
people the possibility of a different date 
than the June date we’d originally suggest- 
ed. But that is not formal; there hasn’t 
been—a formal objection to it. And so far, 
I’m going to continue to operate that we’re 
waiting to hear from them as to—we’ve ex- 
tended to, say, June, July. They had suggest- 
ed possibly later in the fall, and we've 
called attention to the election that will be 
going on here and that that will be difficult 
for us to— 

Q. Late November? 

The President. 1 did, the other day, say to 
someone that we'll possibly, if it went 
beyond, then, the election and before the 
end of the year, I don’t think that—I’d 
prefer not to wait that long. That, then, 
makes it a long time since the previous 
summit. And I’m still hopeful that it will 
wind up June or July. 

Q. I’ve got a little broader, sort of more 
philosophical question, Mr. President. You 
have a little bit more than 2 years left in 
your Presidency now, and I know you had 
wanted to leave a legacy of peace. Are you 
concerned, in some form, that the time is 
running out to reach a major breakthrough 
with the Soviet Union in the peace area? 

The President. No, 1 don’t think time is 
running out to that extent of it being a— 
you might say a kind of do-or-die moment 
here. And I guess I’m not surprised that the 
negotiations haven’t been faster than 
they’ve been, because if you look back at 
the pattern of such negotiations with the 
Soviets, there never has been any speed in 
those negotiations. 

Q. But other Presidents, it seems, have 
been able to achieve some kind of break- 
through into arms control or some area that 


they could say really tried to alleviate ten- 
sions. You haven’t so far. 

The President. No, that’s right, because of 
one fundamental difference. The other dis- 
cussions and the other agreements that 
have been made and proposed have all had 
to do with the rate of increase in weaponry. 
And I said back when I was campaigning 
that I'd stay at a table as long as it took to 
see if we couldn’t get a reduction in the 
numbers of weapons. And this has never 
before been discussed with them. And the 
very fact that they have made proposals 
themselves calling for reductions is some- 
thing new and, I think, something that 
gives us cause for optimism. 

Under those other agreements, the effect 
of some of them—granted that they may 
have held down the rate of increase—but 
take from the time of the agreement of 
SALT II, they’ve added about 6,000 war- 
heads in that time. Maybe you can call it 
arms control in one way, but it certainly 
isn’t arms reduction. And arms reduction is 
what we need. 

Q. You sound like you’re hopeful on U.S.- 
Soviet relations. 

The President. Yes. Because I think that 
they’ve got some practical benefits to get 
from them themselves. 


1986 Congressional Elections 


Q. Mr. President, I wonder whether I 
might turn you temporarily toward domes- 
tic politics; this is an election year. First, 
may I ask about realignment, which has 
been a theme you've followed for a long 
time, partisan realignment. Do you think 
that Republican victory in the Senate this 
year is an essential to getting the kind of 
partisan realignment that you want? In 
other words, would Republican loss of the 
Senate set the cause back a great deal? 

The President. Well, it would be a set- 
back. Then there’d be another election for 
other Senators in 2 more years. I have to 
say that I would hate to see the loss of the 
Senate, because I don’t believe that we 
could have achieved the things economical- 
ly and in other fields that we have achieved 
if we did not have one House of the Legis- 
lature. 

Q. To what degree do you intend to in- 
volve yourself directly in individual cam- 
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paigns where Republican candidates are 
hard-pressed in the next few months? 

The President. I’m going to do everything 
I can on behalf of our candidates and every- 
thing that I’m asked to do. 

Q. Travel, speak? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. If the Republicans were to lose control 
of the Senate, in what specific areas do you 
think you would encounter the most trou- 
ble. Where would that limit you the most in 
the rest of your term? 

The President. Oh, that would be hard to 
speculate on. It would depend on who was 
gone and who was still here. We’ve had, if 
you’ve noticed, in the very beginning— 
even though we have a majority control of 
the Senate, most of the major issues have 
found a bipartisan vote in there, with us 
losing some of our own Republicans to the 
other side, but with them, in turn, losing 
some to us. And that, I think, is a part of 
the democratic process. The main thing 
with having the majority, however, is that 
that gives you the majority and the chair- 
manship of the committees. 

Q. The right to control the agenda to a 
degree? 

The President. Yes. 1 remember back in 
California I only had for one brief period—a 
year or so—a bare majority in both houses 
of the legislature. But to show you what 
that difference meant, in that single year, 
after we attained that bare majority, we 
passed 41 anticrime bills. All of them had 
been buried in a committee operated and 
controlled by the majority until that change 
where we became the majority; they 
weren’t new bills at all. And strangely 
enough, those 41 bills that had been lying 
buried in those committees, once they were 
brought out in the open on the floor, there 
weren’t very many people that dared to 
vote against them. 


Gun Control 


Q. Sir, could I change the subject to the 
issue of gun control? You, yourself, were 
seriously wounded, tragically, in that event 
as well as your Press Secretary, Jim Brady. 
In light of your own experience, in light of 
the opposition of various police groups as 
well as Mrs. Brady to this legislation that’s 
now up on the Hill on gun control, why do 
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you support virtually no limits on gun con- 
trol at this point? 

The President. Well, 1 don’t think that it 
is a no limit thing, but I'd like to point 
something out. Yes, I was shot here in the 
District of Columbia, where the gun control 
laws are probably as strict as they are any 
place in the United States, where every- 
thing about the possession of that gun and 
having it on his person was against the law. 
If you will check those States, such as New 
York, with all the great gun control laws 
that they have—check the use of guns in 
crime in those States against States like 
some Western States like in Arizona, where 
there is very little of what we would think 
is control. 

Q. But which is cause and which is effect? 

The President. The point that I think is 
made is that as long as there are guns, the 
individual that wants a gun for a crime is 
going to have one and going to get it. The 
only person who’s going to be penalized 
and have difficulty is the law-abiding citi- 
zen, who then cannot have if he wants the 
protection of a weapon in his home—for 
home protection. 

What I think is—rather than gun control 
of this kind, when I was Governor we 
passed a law in California that I think is the 
most effective kind. It controlled or made 
more costly wrong people having guns— 
criminals in using them. We passed a law 
there that said that if an individual is con- 
victed of a crime, such as burglary or any- 
thing, and had in his or her possession a 
gun at the time the crime was committed, 
whether that gun was used or not, add 5 to 
15 years to the prison sentence if found 
guilty. 

Now, if you remember back in England 
some years ago—lately there’s been some 
talk that now we see the English bobbies 
having guns and all. What has changed? 
Well, back in another day when they didn’t 
carry guns in England, in the old times, the 
carrying of a gun in the commission of a 
crime, you were tried not for the crime that 
you’d committed; you were tried for 
murder. It was considered that you had 
shown the intent to use that weapon by 
carrying it in the commission of the crime. 
And therefore, a fellow that was only a bur- 
glar said, “Wait a minute. I don’t want to 
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get threatened with hanging if I’m caught 
with a gun in my pocket.” So, the criminals 
didn’t carry guns, and the police didn’t 
have to carry guns. 


Space Program 


Q. Mr. President, on another matter, on 
the shuttle. The shuttle disaster really 
shocked all of us. But the Soviet Union and 
some other countries have been moving for- 
ward with their space programs. The 
United States is essentially grounded right 
now. What do you plan to do to get us back 
into the space business? 

The President. Well, first of all, I think we 
must go forward until we know exactly 
what caused this so that there will not be a 
repeat of it. 

Q. Let’s not go forward? 

The President. Yes. We want to be able to 
assure those ladies and gentlemen who go 
up there as astronauts that every provision 
has been made for their protection and 
safety, which all of us, more or less, had 
assumed was true before. But once that’s 
straightened out, then I believe we must go 
forward with the program. 

And I think, Jerry, you'll find it was inter- 
esting that my first calls to the bereaved 
families—every-one of them said to me: 
“Please, don’t let this program be stopped 
by this. The program must go forward.” 

Q. But other countries are already going 
ahead. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Are you concerned that the USS. is 
losing ground at this point? 

The President. 1 don’t think the period 
involved here is going to—they were going 
ahead anyway. And what’s wrong with the 
exploration of space by others? There’s 
been a great cooperation, you know. We’ve 
had their people come and go up with ours 
so that they would have some experience in 
this field. 


Aid to the Contras 


Q. Time to talk about the contras, I guess. 
You lost yesterday. You said you were going 
to keep fighting. My first question is: How 
do you intend to keep fighting beyond the 
Senate, and what are the prospects in the 
Senate? What are you going to do after it 
passes the Senate, if it does, in other words? 


The President. Well, first of all, my loss 
was only the loss of a vote. The people who 
really lost were the people of Nicaragua, 
who I think have a sacred right to struggle 
for freedom. And, yes, I feel badly about 
this, and I think the outcome was a mistake. 
But I do know that they have admitted— 
the House, itself—in fact, the leadership 
told their own people that there would be 
another chance to vote on this after the 
Easter vacation when they came back, that 
there would be another vote. 

The Senate is dealing with it now. We’ve 
been discussing with the Senate leadership 
here what they’re going to do. And this 
coming week, they’re going to have their 
vote. 

Now, the Senate votes this. When the 
House comes back, that Senate bill that has 
been voted will go to the House. And once 
again, we'll make an all-out effort to get this 
passed. 

Q. Do you mean that you expect the 
same bill to go back to the House to be 
voted on again? You don’t expect to have to 
make any modifications? 

The President. We've been discussing 
with the Senate something we didn’t have 
time to do on this one, and that is my pro- 
posed Executive order—— 

Q. Being included in—— 

The President. ——that I would be will- 
ing to see that included as legislation. 

Q. But with that exception, you expect 
essentially the same proposal to go back? 
You don’t feel that you'll have to change 
the proposal to get it through the House? 

The President. There may be minor 
changes. I don’t know just what’s on the 
Senate’s mind; they haven’t passed their bill 
yet. But it would have the general format of 
what we did, yes. 

Q. The whole $100 million still? 

The President. What? 

Q. The whole $100 million? 

The President. Yes. Yes. And you know, 
there were many ramifications about the— 
or restrictions about the use of that. I do 
know that there were people in the House 
vote—from my own contact with them— 
who expressed a wish that my Executive 
order was legislation. So, that might be 
enough to change—— 
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Q. Do you think that that more or less 
technical change would be enough to 
get——_ 

The President. Well, just by contact that I 
had with some individuals and knowing that 
they voted against this, but things that 
they’d said in our discussion leads me to 
believe that some of them will change. ' 

Q. Would you be willing to make any 
change on the $100 million package or on 
the timing or on anything else in order to 
assure House approval the second time 
around? 

The President. 1 don’t think that I should 
suggest anything of the kind now. This was 
a very close vote, and I know that there 
were individuals in there who did not feel 
sure about their position and the way they 
voted. There were many people that had 
some minor thing that they thought could 
enable them to vote the other way and—— 

Q. Before there is another House vote, 
Mr. President, do you have any intention of 
talking with the Democratic leadership or 
with others to try to smooth the way a bit 
for the second go? 

The President. Well, it’s too soon, I think 
for us to come up with a new strategy on 
this. 

Q. Well, let me ask you just one quick 
question on the old strategy. Some people 
speaking with the usual anonymity on your 
own staff, some people—Republicans in- 
cluded in Congress speaking without ano- 
nymity—said after the vote yesterday that 
the rhetoric had been too hot from the 
White House—mentioned Mr. Buchanan ! 
in particular—and criticized it and said that 
hurt. Do you agree with that? 

The President. 1 don’t think that the rhet- 
oric was. I think the rhetoric was played 
and reported and indeed that the media 
added in its interpretation of the rhetoric, 
and it was not fairly portrayed. But I feel 
very strongly, and I think all of us do, and 
all that we’re pointing out is that every bit 
of proof and evidence that can be asked for 
is there that Nicaragua is literally already a 
satellite of the Communist bloc, and its goal 
is the continued expansionism of commu- 
nism worldwide. And—— 


1 Patrick J. Buchanan, Assistant to the 
President and Director of Communications. 
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Q. I think what some of these people 
whom I was quoting meant was that a lot of 
Members of Congress, a significant number 
of Members of Congress, given the close- 
ness of the vote, felt that their patriotism 
had been impugned. 

The President. And it hadn’t. It hadn’t. 
No one’s motive was impugned at all. There 
were efforts to point out that the clear issue 
here was one of attempting to halt the es- 
tablishment of a Communist bloc base in 
the Americas, with all that that portended, 
and, on the other hand, to permit the going 
forward of such a Communist, expansionist 
move. In other words, this wasn’t, as some 
tried to portray it, this wasn’t the usual leg- 
islative battle of both having a same goal, 
but differing on the way to reach it. Here 
were the two goals, and they were separate. 
And we were trying to call attention to this 
fact. 

Q. What were the goals—— 

The President. | think that it wasa—— 

Q. ——of the Democrats? 

The President. 1 think the—I’ll have to 
tell you, if you talk about shrill rhetoric. I 
listened on C-SPAN ? to a portion of the 
debate on the floor and some, not all—I’m 
not impugning motives at all—but some of 
the opponents of our program engaged in 
some of the most scurrilous, personal at- 
tacks against me, for example, the most dis- 
honest use of distortions and outright false- 
hoods that I have heard in a legislative 
debate. 

Q. Why do you think that was done? 

The President. 1 guess they were very 
hungry for victory. But—— 

Q. You said there were two separate 
goals, Mr. President, in this debate as op- 
posed to the usual pattern—— 

The President. No—results. 

Q. ——of different means to reach the 
same goals. 

The President. No—but results, two dif- 
ferent results. To vote one way was to con- 
tinue to fight against the creation or the 
continuation of this Communist govern- 
ment. To vote against that was, in effect, to 
simply say that there it was and we weren’t 


2 Cable Satellite Public Affairs Network 
provides television coverage of the proceed- 
ings of the House of Representatives. 
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going to do anything about it except sit 
back and keep asking them to change. 

Q. Did—— 

Q. Well, what’s the motivation for that, as 
you see itP Why would somebody say it’s all 
right to have a Communist government in 
Central America and we can’t do anything 
about it anyway? Why would somebody do 
that? 

The President. 1 think all of the specious 
arguments that were used against us—that 
this was only a forerunner to my desire to 
put troops in there. You’re looking at an 
individual that is the last one in the world 
that would ever want to put American 
troops into Latin America, because the 
memory of the great colossus of the north is 
so widespread in Latin America, we’d lose 
all our friends if we did anything of that 
kind. And we haven’t been asked. What 
we’ve been asked for—for people down 
there who want to try for democracy, who 
need the tools with which to do the job. 

Q. Did these legislators, Congressmen, do 
you think exceed the boundaries of fairness 
in their debate? 

The President. Yes. And, remember, I’m 
only talking about several 

Q. Yes. 

The President. ——in there. There are 
others—— 

Q. Do you care to name names? 

The President. What? 

Q. Would you care to name names? 

The President. No, I’m not going to name 
their names. 

Q. Would you care to exclude any—— 

The President. Why don’t you rerun the 
tape. 

Q. But they did, in your mind, exceed the 
boundaries of fairness? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Do you think they'll continue, sir? 

The President. What? 

Q. I mean, you think as the debate con- 
tinues, that—— 

The President. Well, they feel so strongly, 
maybe they will when it comes up again— 
they'll do the same thing. All right. But, 
again, the flat declaration that I was going 
to open a war involving the United States, 
their flat declaration that the things that I 
had said about the situation in Nicaragua 
were lies—they weren’t true. 





Well, there is one thing about this job— 
and even with all regard to the information 
available to a legislature—the President 
does have access to all the information 
there is. Now, unfortunately, some of that 
information cannot be—or the proof of it 
cannot be used because it would compro- 
mise sources; it would endanger other indi- 
viduals; and it would render impossible fur- 
ther use of intelligence sources. 

Q. I haven’t seen you steamed up about 
anything in a long time as you are on this 
issue. 

The President. Well, the subject came up 
about shrill rhetoric, and i just thought so 
far they’ve only been pointing the finger in 
one direction, and frankly I think in the 
wrong direction. 


Persian Gulf 


Q. Mr. President, another area. Iran has 
been having recently some successes on the 
battlefield in its war against Iraq. Are you 
concerned that Kuwait or Saudi Arabia 
might now be in jeopardy by Iran? 

The President. Oh, I think we have to be 
concerned about that. You know that earli- 
er on it’s been fairly quiet for a time now. 
And because of actions taken by the Saudis 
and others to show that they were willing 
to defend themselves—but, yes, the poten- 
tial for throwing a match in the powder box 
is there in the Middle East, and I believe 
Saudi Arabia has been largely responsible 
for helping continued stability there in the 

Q. Are they threatened, do you think, by 
this kind of—would Saudi Arabia be threat- 
ened by this—— 

The President. Well, as you recall, earlier 
there were some attacks on some ships in 
their waters and so forth and there were 
forays into their airspace that made them 
then establish a patrol and to chase other 
planes out of their airspace. 


Homosexual Rights 


Q. Mr. President, can I ask you a New 
York question. New York City, after consid- 
erable debate and controversy, has just ap- 
proved a bill banning discrimination in 
housing and jobs for homosexuals. What is 
your position on that? 

The President. Well, I know that this is a 
very touchy question, and I am one who 
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believes in the rights of the individual— 
individual freedom. But I do have to ques- 
tion sometimes whether individual rights 
are being defended in this particular field, 
freedom of the individual, or whether they 
are demanding an acceptance of their par- 
ticular lifestyle that others of us don’t 
demand. 

For example, should a teacher in a class- 
room be invoking their personal habits and 
advocating them to their students as a way 
of life. 

Q. Yes. 

The President. Teachers habitually don’t 
do that. Their personal life-—— 

Q. But this bill, I don’t think really covers 
that. It basically guarantees to homosexuals 
equal treatment in hiring policies and gain- 
ing housing, these sorts of things. Essentially 
applies the same antidiscriminatory meas- 
ures as are applied to blacks, as to women, 
to other people. Do you think that’s all 
right? 

The President. Well, I’ve said—but again, 
I haven’t actually involved myself in what 
this law contains up there, so I don’t know 
what I’m speaking of. But what I’m saying 
is that how would we feel if a teacher, male 
or female, a heterosexual, insisted on the 
right in the classroom to discuss their sexual 
preferences and why and whether they be- 
lieved in complete promisquity or not. We 
would be quite offended and think that our 
children should not be exposed to that. 
Well—— 

Q. Tax increases, Mr. President. 

Q. One minute, would you vote against it, 
do you think? 

The President. What? 

Q. If you were a member of the city 
council, would you have—— 
wa President. I'd have to see what the 

Q. Okay. 

Q. Just one quick question on tax in- 
crease—— 

The President. ——what the bill was. I 
don’t want them discriminated against 
simply on that basis as to housing and jobs 
and so forth. I, on the other hand, don’t 
want to give them—— 

Q. Taxes. 

The President. ——privileges 


beyond 
what the rest of us have. 
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Taxes and Gaffes 


Q. This is the last question, so I'll make it 
a double question. Tax increases—you’ve 
got Senate Republicans coming out for a tax 
increase. Do you have problems with that? 
And we would like to give you a chance to 
respond to Jimmy Carter who said some not 
too favorable things about you in a recent 
interview with the New York Times. He 
said you distort things; you exaggerate. 

The President. Well, the first thing about 
the tax thing, I’ve made it plain. I not only 
do not believe that a tax increase is needed, 
I believe it is counterproductive, and it 
could threaten our economic recovery. And 
therefore, I am going to oppose a tax in- 
crease. 

Now, we have some revenue increases in 
our own budget plan, but they are increases 
not in the amount of revenue we're going 
to get—that stays revenue neutral. But they 
are increases in fees, for example, that will 
be paid in return for certain services that 
presently are being paid for by all the tax- 
payers. We think it is only fair to do this. 

We also have in there some sales of assets 
that we believe the Government would do 
well to get out of certain ownerships and 
businesses it’s in. But the total revenue re- 
mains neutral because those increases are 
offset by loopholes and so forth—things that 
we close. 

Now, I’m afraid I’m not too familiar 
with—can you be specific? What are one or 
two of the things that he might have said? 

Q. Well, he said that you have a habit of 
saying things. 

Mr. Speakes.* You have to talk fast be- 
cause you’ve got folks waiting for you. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Okay, he said that you have a habit of 
saying things that you know are not true, 
basically. 

The President. Well, maybe he’s just been 
too much victimized by that tendency of 
the media for a time to accuse me of gaffes 
and that I am guilty of saying things that 
aren’t true. Do you want to know some- 
thing about that? 

Q. Yes. 


8 Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President. 
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The President. Anyone, of course, if 
you're talking figures or something, you’re 
apt to misspeak, say something. And I’m, I 
suppose, as guilty as anyone of that. But 
most of the things they’ve called gaffes, a 
great majority of them, I have been able to 
document that I am right and they are 
wrong. 

And one day there was a press confer- 
ence in which, after it—I didn’t know that 
you fellows all talked to each other so 
much—but every story of the press confer- 
ence came out with six, all the same and six 
in order, grievous errors that I had made. 

I can document—but everybody told me 
I'd be sounding defensive if I made it 
public—I can document that I was correct 
in five of the six; and in the sixth, it was 
kind of a tossup because I had made a refer- 
ence to the marriage tax penalty and that 
in our tax program, I used the word “elimi- 
nate.” Well, “eliminate”—yes, when the tax 
program was fully implemented—was cor- 
rect. But at that point, I should have said 
“reduced” because it was phased in—what 
we had done, as so many elements of that 
tax program were. 

Q. So, you don’t think you lie all the 
time? [Laughter] 

The President. No. So, I don’t have a 
habit of saying things that aren’t true. 

Q. Thank you. 

The President. Why didn’t he just accuse 
me of lying? [Laughter] 


California Senate Race 


Q. What do you hear from home about 
the chances of beating Cranston?* Any- 
thing? 

The President. 1 understand from all re- 
ports that he is probably as vulnerable as 
any Senate candidate. Now, our problem is 
you've got virtually a football team of candi- 
dates against him. How this is going to react 
in—— 

Q. Sort out. 

The President. ——sorting it out and get- 
ting it out—— 

Mr. Speakes. Don’t forget, you're still on 
the record here. 

The President. That’s all right. I think I— 
[laughter|—he is vulnerable. 

Q. You can trust us. [Laughter] 


* Senator Alan Cranston of California. 


Q. Okay. Thank you very much. 


Note: The interview began at 11:40 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 

The text of the interview was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on March 
23. 


National Endowment for the 
Humanities 





Nomination of Lynne Vincent Cheney To 
Be Chairperson. March 24, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Lynne Vincent Cheney to 
be Chairperson of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities for a term of 4 years. 
She would succeed William J. Bennett. 

Dr. Cheney is currently serving as a 
senior editor of the Washingtonian maga- 
zine. Previously, she was assistant profes- 
sorial lecturer at the University of Wyoming 
in 1977-1978; assistant professorial lecturer 
at George Washington University in 1972- 
1977; and a lecturer at Northern Virginia 
Community College in 1968-1971. She 
serves as a member of the Commission on 
the Bicentennial of the Constitution. She is 
the author of two novels and numerous arti- 
cles appearing in publications including 
Smithsonian, American Heritage, and 
America. 

Dr. Cheney graduated from Colorado 
College (B.A., 1962), the University of Colo- 
rado (M.A., 1964), and the University of 
Wisconsin (Ph.D., 1970). She is married, has 
two children, and resides in McLean, VA. 
She was born August 14, 1941, in Casper, 
Wy. 


Economic Regulatory Administration 





Nomination of Marshall A. Staunton To Be 
Administrator. March 24, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Marshall A. Staunton to be 
Administrator of the Economic Regulatory 
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Administration. He would succeed Rayburn 
D. Hanzlik. 

Mr. Staunton is currently serving as 
Acting Administrator of the Economic Reg- 
ulatory Administration at the Department 
of Energy. Previously he was Deputy Ad- 
ministrator of the Economic Regulatory Ad- 
ministration in 1985. He was legislative 
counsel for Bechtel Power Corp., San Fran- 
cisco, CA, in 1974-1985. 

He graduated from Brown University 
(A.B., 1954) and Stanford University (J.D., 
1957). He is married, has four children, and 
resides in Washington, DC. He was born 
December 17, 1932, in Milwaukee, WI. 


Gulf of Sidra Incident 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 24, 1986 





U.S. naval aircraft and ships carrying out 
a peaceful freedom of navigation and over- 
flight exercise in international waters and 
airspace in the Gulf of Sidra were fired on 
Monday by missile forces of Libya. 

This morning at 7:52 a.m. e.s.t. Libyan 
forces without provocation fired two long- 
range SA-5 surface-to-air missiles from Sirte 
on the northern coast of Libya at U‘S. air- 
craft operating in international waters in 
the Gulf of Sidra. U.S. forces had been oper- 
ating in that area since Sunday afternoon. 

Two additional SA-5’s and an SA-2 were 
launched from Sirte at 12:45 p.m. An addi- 
tional SA-5 was fired at 1:14 p.m. At this 
point Libyan forces had fired a total of six 
surface-to-air missiles at U.S. forces. At ap- 
proximately 2 p.m., a U.S. aircraft fired two 
Harpoon antiship missiles at a Libyan mis- 
sile patrol boat which was located near the 
32-30N line ' and was a threat to U.S. naval 
forces. The Libyan fast attack craft was hit. 
The ship is dead in the water, burning, and 
appears to be sinking. There are no appar- 
ent survivors. 

At approximately 3 p.m., U.S. forces oper- 
ating south of the 32-30N line responded to 
the missile attacks by launching two 


1 Libya claims the area south of latitude 
32°30/as its territorial waters. 
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HARM’s (high-speed antiradiation missiles) 
at the SA-5 site at Sirte. At that time the 
SA-5 complex was attempting to engage 
our aircraft. We are assessing the damage 
now. We have no reports of any U.S. casual- 
ties and no loss of U.S. aircraft or ships. 

This attack was entirely unprovoked and 
beyond the bounds of normal international 
conduct. U.S. forces were intent only upon 
making the legal point that, beyond the 
internationally recognized 12-mile limit, the 
Gulf of Sidra belongs to no one and that all 
nations are free to move through interna- 
tional waters and airspace. We deny Libya’s 
claim, as do almost all other nations, and we 
condemn Libya’s actions. They point out 
again for all to see the aggressive and un- 
lawful nature of Colonel Qadhafi’s regime. 

It should be noted that because of these 
numerous Libyan missile launches and indi- 
cations that they intended to continue air 
and missile attacks on U.S. forces, we now 
consider all approaching Libyan forces to 
have hostile intent. 

We have taken appropriate measures to 
defend ourselves in this instance. We did 
not, of course, proceed into this area with 
our eyes closed. We reserve the right to 
take additional measures as events warrant. 


Note: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
statement to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House at 5 p.m. 


Nicaraguan Incursion Into Honduras 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 25, 1986 





Within 48 hours of the House rejection of 
aid to Nicaraguan resistance, Sandinista 
military units crossed into Honduras in a 
large scale effort to attack UNO and FDN 
camps, training centers, and hospital facili- 
ties. The numbers are up to 1,500 Nicara- 


1 United Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO) 
and Nicaraguan Democratic Forces (FDN), 
respectively. 
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guan military troops that are involved in 
the incident there. 

The President of Honduras ? has request- 
ed that the United States provide urgent 
military assistance. We’re considering this 
request. It would include troop lift capacity 
as well as other types of material and serv- 
ices that would be furnished. 

The President is considering this request. 
If the President does make an affirmative 
decision, which we would anticipate that he 
would do later today, he would exercise his 
authority under section 506A of the Foreign 
Assistance Act that would provide Honduras 
with $20 million in emergency assistance. 
This is under consideration, and we would 
expect the President to make the proper 
notification for Congress if he decides to in 
favor of this. 

There is no War Powers consideration in 
this area. Whatever troop lift that would be 
considered would probably be well outside 
of the zone which the fighting is taking 
place in southern Honduras. There is no 
plan to keep Congress into session for any 
reason. This is a notification and does not 
require approval. 


Note: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
statement to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House during 
his daily press briefing, which began at 
9:51 a.m. 


Gulf of Sidra Incident 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 25, 1986 





Yesterday, late morning, two Mig-25’s 
were airborne and approached our aircraft 
and turned back. 12:45 p.m. two SA-5’s and 
one SA-2 fired at aircraft in the gulf. Then 
at 2:15 p.m. one SA-5 fired at an aircraft in 
the gulf. We have six confirmed firing, over 
the period, of missiles. At 2:17 p.m. yester- 
day, and this is continuing where we were 
yesterday, an A-6 from the carrier America 
destroyed a La Combattante class fast- 


2 Jose Simon Azcona Hoyo. 


attack, missile patrol craft with harpoon 
antiship cruise missiles. This was on the 32- 
30 line.? 

At 3:17 p.m. two A-7’s from the Saratoga 
launched a HARM missile, the high speed 
antiradiation missiles, at the SA-5 site and 
inflicted some damage—I’ll come back to 
that. At 4:15 p.m. Nanutcha, which is a mis- 
sile patrol craft, is attacked by A-6’s. This: 
was inside of the 32-30—south of it—and it 
was near Benghazi. It was damaged, but the 
missile boat returned to port at Benghazi. 

Now, this is basically picking up—I don’t 
think you had that yesterday. At 6:12 p.m. 
yesterday, the U.S.S. Yorktown fired two 
surface-to-surface missiles and sank a Wadi 
patrol boat. The damage assessment was— 
there was debris floating on the water— 
boat destroyed. This was outside, north of, 
considerably north of, the 32-30 line. 6:45 
p.m. last night, two A-7’s from the Saratoga 
struck an SA-5 missile site at Sirte. We do 
not have damage assessment on that at this 
time. So, that’s two separate firings of mis- 
siles at the Sirte site. 

At 1:07 a.m—that’s today—two A-6’s, one 
from the Saratoga, one from the Coral Sea, 
struck an Nanutcha patrol boat near Bengh- 
azi. Damage assessment: boat dead in the 
water, on fire. Life raft seen in the water. 
Libyan helicopter search and rescue mission 
in progress. This is outside of the zone. So, 
the totals are three patrol boats sunk, one 
damaged. Three of these four that we were 
involved with were outside of the 32-30 
line, north of the line. Well, two were north 
of it, one on it, and one south of it near 
Benghazi. So, they’re operating consider- 
ably north of 32-30 approaching the fleet. 

There were no US. casualties and no 
damage to aircraft or ships on the U.S. side. 


Note: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
statement to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House during 
his daily press briefing, which began at 
9:51 a.m. 


1 Libya claims the area south of latitude 
32°30’ as its territorial waters. 
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United States-Haiti Investment Treaty 





Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty. March 25, 1986 





To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Haiti concerning the Reciprocal Encour- 
agement and Protection of Investment, 
with Protocol, signed December 13, 1983, 
at Washington. I transmit also, for the infor- 
mation of the Senate, the report of the De- 
partment of State with respect to this 
treaty. 

This treaty is among the first six treaties 
to be transmitted to the Senate under the 
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) program 
that I initiated in 1981. The BIT program is 
designed to encourage and protect U.S. in- 
vestment in developing countries. The 
treaty is an integral part of U.S. efforts to 
encourage Haiti and other governments to 
adopt macroeconomic and structural poli- 
cies that will promote economic growth. It 
is also fully consistent with U.S. policy 
toward international investment. That 
policy holds that an open international in- 
vestment system in which participants re- 
spond to market forces provides the best 
and most efficient mechanism to promote 
global economic development. A specific 
tenet, reflected in this treaty, is that U.S. 
direct investment abroad and foreign in- 
vestment in the United States should re- 
ceive fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory 
treatment. Under this treaty, the parties 
also agree to international law standards for 
expropriation and compensation; free finan- 
cial transfers; and procedures, including 
international arbitration, for the settlement 
of investment disputes. 

I recommend that the Senate consider 
this treaty as soon as possible, and give its 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
treaty, with protocol, at an early date. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
March 25, 1986. 
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United States-Morocco Investment 
Treaty 





Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty. March 25, 1986 





To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty between the 
United States of America and the Kingdom 
of Morocco concerning the Encouragement 
and Reciprocal Protection of Investments, 
with Protocol, signed July 22, 1985, at 
Washington. I transmit also, for the infor- 
mation of the Senate, the report of the De- 
partment of State with respect to this 
treaty. 

This treaty is among the first six treaties 
to be transmitted to the Senate under the 
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) program 
that I initiated in 1981. The BIT program is 
designed to encourage and protect USS. in- 
vestment in developing countries. The 
treaty is an integral part of U.S. efforts to 
encourage Morocco and other governments 
to adopt macroeconomic and _ structural 
policies that will promote economic growth. 
It is also fully consistent with U.S. policy 
toward international investment. That 
policy holds that an open international in- 
vestment system in which participants re- 
spond to market forces provides the best 
and most efficient mechanism to promote 
global economic development. A specific 
tenet, reflected in this treaty, is that U.S. 
direct investment abroad and foreign in- 
vestment in the United States should re- 
ceive fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory 
treatment. Under this treaty, the parties 
also agree to international law standards for 
expropriation and compensation; free finan- 
cial transfers; and procedures, including 
international arbitration, for the settlement 
of investment disputes. 

I recommend that the Senate consider 
this treaty as soon as possible, and give its 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
treaty, with protocol, at an early date. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
March 25, 1986. 
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United States-Panama Investment 
Treaty 


United States-Senegal Investment 
Treaty 





Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty. March 25, 1986 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty. March 25, 1986 





To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Panama concerning the Treatment and 
Protection of Investments, with Agreed 
Minutes, signed October 27, 1982, at Wash- 
ington. I transmit also, for the information 
of the Senate, the report of the Department 
of State with respect to this treaty. 

This treaty is among the first six treaties 
to be transmitted to the Senate under the 
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) program 
that I initiated in 1981. The BIT program is 
designed to encourage and protect U.S. in- 
vestment in developing countries. The 
treaty is an integral part of U.S. efforts to 
encourage Panama and other governments 
to adopt macroeconomic and _ structural 
policies that will promote economic growth. 
It is also fully consistent with U.S. policy 
toward international investment. That 
policy holds that an open international in- 
vestment system in which participants re- 
spond to market forces provides the best 
and most efficient mechanism to promote 
global economic development. A specific 
tenet, reflected in this treaty, is that U.S. 
direct investment abroad and foreign in- 
vestment in the United States should re- 
ceive fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory 
treatment. Under this treaty, the parties 
also agree to international law standards for 
expropriation and compensation; free finan- 
cial transfers; and procedures, including 
international arbitration, for the settlement 
of investment disputes. 

I recommend that the Senate consider 
this treaty as soon as possible, and give its 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
treaty, with agreed minutes, at an early 
date. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
March 25, 1986. 


To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Senegal concerning the Reciprocal En- 
couragement and Protection of Investment, 
with Protocol, signed December 6, 1983, at 
Washington. I transmit also, for the infor- 
mation of the Senate, the report of the De- 
partment of State with respect to this 
treaty. 

This treaty is among the first six treaties 
to be transmitted to the Senate under the 
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) program 
that I initiated in 1981. The BIT program is 
designed to encourage and protect USS. in- 
vestment in developing countries. The 
treaty is an integral part of U.S. efforts to 
encourage Senegal and other governments 
to adopt macroeconomic and _ structural 
policies that will promote economic growth. 
It is also fully consistent with U.S. policy 
toward international investment. That 
policy holds that an open international in- 
vestment system in which participants re- 
spond to market forces provides the best 
and most efficient mechanism to promote 
global economic development. A specific 
tenet, reflected in this treaty, is that U.S. 
direct investment abroad and foreign in- 
vestment in the United States should re- 
ceive fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory 
treatment. Under this treaty, the parties 
also agree to international law standards for 
expropriation and compensation; free finan- 
cial transfers; and procedures, including 
international arbitration, for the settlement 
of investment disputes. 

I recommend that the Senate consider 
this treaty as soon as possible, and give its 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
treaty, with protocol, at an early date. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
March 25, 1986. 
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United States-Turkey Investment Treaty 


United States-Zaire Investment Treaty 





Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty. March 25, 1986 





Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty. March 25, 1986 





To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Turkey concerning the Reciprocal En- 
couragement and Protection of Invest- 
ments, with Protocol, signed December 3, 
1985, at Washington. I transmit also, for the 
information of the Senate, the report of the 
Department of State with respect to this 
treaty. 

This treaty is among the first six treaties 
to be transmitted to the Senate under the 
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) program 
which I initiated in 1981. The BIT program 
is designed to encourage and protect U.S. 
investment in developing countries. The 
treaty is an integral part of U.S. efforts to 
encourage Turkey and other governments 
to adopt macroeconomic and _ structural 
policies that will promote economic growth. 
It is also fully consistent with U.S. policy 
toward international investment. That 
policy holds that an open international in- 
vestment system in which participants re- 
spond to market forces provides the best 
and most efficient mechanism to promote 
global economic development. A specific 
tenet, reflected in this treaty, is that U.S. 
direct investment abroad and foreign in- 
vestment in the United States should re- 
ceive fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory 
treatment. Under this treaty, the parties 
also agree to international law standards for 
expropriation and compensation; free finan- 
cial transfers; and procedures, including 
international arbitration, for the settlement 
of investment disputes. 

I recommend that the Senate consider 
this treaty as soon as possible, and give its 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
treaty, with protocol, at an early date. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
March 25, 1986. 
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To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Zaire concerning the Reciprocal Encour- 
agement and Protection of Investment, 
with Protocol, signed August 3, 1984, at 
Washington. I transmit also, for the infor- 
mation of the Senate, the report of the De- 
partment of State with respect to this 
treaty. 

This treaty is among the first six treaties 
to be transmitted to the Senate under the 
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) program 
that I initiated in 1981. The BIT program is 
designed to encourage and protect U.S. in- 
vestment in developing countries. The 
treaty is an integral part of U.S. efforts to 
encourage Zaire and other governments to 
adopt macroeconomic and structural poli- 
cies that will promote economic growth. It 
is also fully consistent with U.S. policy 
toward international investment. That 
policy holds that an open international in- 
vestment system in which participants re- 
spond to market forces provides the best 
and most efficient mechanism to promote 
global economic development. A specific 
tenet, reflected in this treaty, is that U.S. 
direct investment abroad and foreign in- 
vestment in the United States should re- 
ceive fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory 
treatment. Under this treaty, the parties 
also agreee to international law standards 
for expropriation and compensation; free fi- 
nancial transfers; and procedures, including 
international arbitration, for the settlement 
of investment disputes. 

I recommend that the Senate consider 
this treaty as soon as possible, and give its 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
treaty, with protocol, at an early date. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
March 25, 1986. 
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Department of State 





Nomination of J. Edward Fox To Be 
Assistant Secretary for Legislative and 
Inter-Governmental Affairs. 

March 25, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate J. Edward Fox to be Assist- 
ant Secretary of State (Legislative and 
Inter-Governmental Affairs). He would suc- 
ceed William Lockhart Ball III. 

Since 1985 Mr. Fox has been serving at 
the White House as Special Assistant to the 
President for Legislative Affairs. Previously 
he was in the Office of Legislative and 
Inter-Governmental Affairs as Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary (1985) and 
Deputy Assistant Secretary (1983-1985). He 
served as minority staff consultant, Subcom- 
mittee on Inter-American Affairs, House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, in 1976- 
1983, and on the staff of the Subcommittee 
on Future Foreign Policy and Subcommit- 
tee on Resources, Food and Energy, House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, in 1975- 
1976. He was a legislative assistant to Con- 
gressman John Rousselot (R-CA) in 1973- 
1975. 

Mr. Fox graduated from Ohio University 
(B.A., 1972) and George Washington Uni- 
versity (M.A., 1976). He is married, has 
three children, and resides in Washington, 
DC. He was born December 1, 1948, in 
Columbus, OH. 


Department of the Treasury 





Nomination of J. Roger Mentz To Be an 
Assistant Secretary (Tax Policy). 
March 25, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate J. Roger Mentz to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury (Tax 
Policy). He would succeed Ronald Alan 
Pearlman. 

Since December 1985 he has been serv- 
ing as Acting Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury (Tax Policy). From April to De- 
cember 1985, he was Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary for Tax Policy at the Department of 


Treasury. Previously he was a partner in 
the law firm of Mudge Rose Guthrie Alex- 
ander & Ferdon in 1966-1985. 

Mr. Mentz graduated from Princeton 
University (B.S.E., 1963) and the University 
of Virginia School of Law (L.L.B., 1966). He 
is married, has two children, and resides in 
Washington, DC. He was born March 10, 
1942, in New York City. 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service 





Nomination of Frank H. Dunkle To Be 
Director. March 25, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Frank H. Dunkle to be 
Director of the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service. He would succeed Robert 
A. Jantzen. 

Mr. Dunkle is presently serving as the 
fish and wildlife services coordinator for the 
Colorado River endangered fishes project. 
Previously, he was @eputy administrator of 
the Western energy and land use team in 
Fort Collins, CO; Special Assistant to the 
Director of the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service in 1983-1984; staff director 
of the Mountain Plains Federal Regional 
Council in 1981-1983; executive director of 
the Montana Republican State Central 
Committee in 1980-1981; and executive di- 
rector of the Montana Mining Association in 
1978-1980. Hie was founder and owner of 
Research Associates in Helena, MT, in 
1977-1980. 

He graduated from Montana State Uni- 
versity (B.S., 1950; M.S., 1955). He is mar- 
ried, has four children, and resides in Lake- 
wood, CO. He was born October 21, 1924, 
in Oakmont, PA. 


United States Institute of Peace 





Nomination of Morris I. Leibman To Be a 
Member of the Board of Directors. 
March 25, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Morris I. Leibman to be a 
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member of the Board of Directors of the 
United States Institute of Peace for a term 
of 2 years expiring January 19, 1987. This is 
a new position. 

Mr. Leibman is a partner in the firm of 
Sidley and Austin in Chicago, IL. Previously 
he was with the firm of Leibman, Williams, 
Bennett, Baird & Minnon. He serves on the 
executive board of the Georgetown Univer- 
sity Center for Strategic and International 
Studies and as a director of the Foreign 
Policy Research Institute in Philadelphia. 

He graduated from the University of Chi- 
cago (Ph.B., 1931; J.D., 1933). He is married 
and resides in Chicago, IL. He was born 
February 8, 1911, in Chicago. 


Nicaraguan Incursion Into Honduras 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 25, 1986 





Well, last night, in response to the armed 
attack into sovereign Honduran territory, 
President Azcona formally requested 
urgent U.S. military assistance to include as- 
sisting and lifting Honduran troops as nec- 
essary and other material assistance in order 
to repel this and future Sandinista attacks. 
In response to this request, President 
Reagan has notified pertinent Members of 
Congress that he intends to exercise his au- 
thority under section 506A of the Foreign 
Assistance Act in order to provide Hondu- 
ras with up to $20 million in emergency 
assistance. 

The use of the President’s authority re- 
sponds to the unforeseen emergency which 
exists in Honduras and will be provided 
from DOD sources since these emergency 
requirements cannot be promptly met 
through other means. 

At 11:30 this morning, the President, 
having notified Congress in accordance 
with the law, signed and transmitted to the 
Secretary of State a Presidential determina- 
tion authorizing release of the emergency 
assistance. 


Note: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
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statement to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House during 
his daily press briefing, which began at 
12:10 p.m. 


Gulf of Sidra Incident 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 26, 1986 





In the Mediterranean, the U.S. naval 
forces are continuing their exercises in the 
Mediterranean Sea as scheduled. No addi- 
tional incidents with Libyan forces have 
been reported. Sixth Fleet surface vessels 
and aircraft continue to operate in the Gulf 
of Sidra in the same general area they have 
been for the past 2 days. The fleet remains 
clear of Libyan territorial waters. 


Note: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
statement to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House during 
his daily press briefing, which began at 
9:27 a.m. 


Nicaraguan Incursion Into Honduras 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 26, 1986 





The U.S. military forces in the region are 
conducting an airlift and troop-lift oper- 
ations of Honduran forces this morning. 
Helicopters are flying now. There are re- 
ports of Sandinista trvop reinforcement on 
the Nicaraguan side of the border with 
Honduras, and there is a question as to 
what their intent is. It is hoped that the 
Honduran troop deployments in the south 
will deter the Sandinista troops from 
moving into Honduran territory once again. 

One of the goals that Honduras has is to 
head off any further Sandinista troop incur- 
sions into Honduras. The Sandinista incur- 
sion resulted in significant casualties in the 
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first day of fighting. In short, the situation 
has not stabilized. It is premature to draw 
any conclusion that the military situation in 
the region is over. We have reports this 
morning that there is a sizable contingent 
of Nicaraguan forces that remain inside 
Honduras. We had reports earlier that they 
had targeted a number of installations 
inside the Honduran border. Their inten- 
tions are not clear. There has been a consid- 
erable fire fight there over the last 24 to 36 
hours and the situation continues much as it 
was yesterday. 


Note: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
statement to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House during 
his daily press briefing, which began at 
9:27 a.m. 


Department of Justice 





Nomination of Roger Milton Olsen To Be 
an Assistant Attorney General (Tax 
Division). March 26, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Roger Milton Olsen to be 
an Assistant Attorney General (Tax Divi- 
sion), Department of Justice. He would suc- 
ceed Glenn L. Archer, Jr. 

Since 1983 Mr. Olsen has been serving at 
the Department of Justice as Deputy Assist- 
ant Attorney General, Tax Division. Previ- 
ously he served at Justice as Deputy Assist- 
ant Attorney General for the Criminal Divi- 
sion in 1981-1983. He was in the private 
practice of law in Washington, DC, in 
1980-1981 and before that as a principal 
with Wickham & Craft, P.C., in Washing- 
ton, DC, in 1978-1980. He served as an 
associate with Hassard, Bonnington, Rogers 
& Huber and as adjunct professor at Golden 
Gate University in 1977. He was at the De- 
partment of Justice in 1972-1976 as trial 
attorney in the Tax Division. 

He graduated from the University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley (A.B., 1964; J.D., 1968) 
and George Washington University (LL.M., 
1977). He is married, has one child, and 


resides in Alexandria, VA. He was born 
April 27, 1942, in San Jose, CA. 


Corporation for Public Broadcasting 





Nomination of Sonia Landau To Be a 
Member of the Board of Directors. 
March 26, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Sonia Landau to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting for a 
term expiring March 26, 1991. This is a 
reappointment. 

Ms. Landau has been a member of the 
board of the Corporation for Public Broad- 
casting since 1981 and is presently serving 
as Chairman. She served on the Presidential 
transition team on the National Endowment 
for the Arts in 1981. Previously she was 
executive director of the New York State 
Republican Finance Committee in 1980. In 
1978-1979 she was employed with J. Walter 
Thompson, London, England. She was di- 
rector of corporate affairs for the Dreyfus 
Corp. in New York City in 1977-1978. 

She graduated from the University of 
Denver (B.A., 1958). She is married, has two 
children, and resides in New York City. She 
was born July 14, 1937, in Wichita, KA. 


Balanced Budget Amendment to the 
Constitution 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 26, 1986 





The failure of Congress to respond to the 
manifest desire of the American people for 
a balanced budget amendment to the Con- 
stitution leaves the matter in the hands of 
the States. It remains the President’s hope 
that Congress will act responsibly to pass a 
balanced budget amendment, avoiding the 
need for a constitutional convention. If 
Congress does not act soon, the States will 
have no choice. 
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The President urges Congress to set aside 
its free-spending habits and to promptly act 
to propose a balanced budget amendment 
before the supporters of such an amend- 
ment have no other course than to pursue 
petitioning the remaining State legislatures. 


Note: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
statement to reporters assembled in the Brief- 
ing Room at the White House during his daily 
press briefing, which began at 12:35 p.m. 


Nicaraguan Incursion Into Honduras 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 26, 1986 





We have information to confirm that, in 
addition to 1,500 Sandinista troops that at- 
tacked the central part of the Honduran 
salient, additional Sandinista forces have oc- 
cupied the vicinity of San Andres de Bocay, 
further to the east. We have also received 
further confirmation that Soviet-made MI-8 
helicopters have been providing fire sup- 
port for Sandinista operations in Honduras. 

Reports from the field indicate that some 
Sandinista units, which attacked in Hondu- 
ras over the weekend, appear to be at- 
tempting to disengage and withdraw back 
into Nicaragua. There are, currently, re- 
ports of units that are breaking down into 
smaller units, throwing down their arms, 
and trying to “exfiltrate” back into Nicara- 
gua. Contrary to statements made by Nica- 
raguan emissaries in several locations, it 
now appears that as many as 300 Sandinista 
troops are blocked in Honduras and unable 
to extricate themselves from the engage- 
ment. 

We have information that a number of 
prisoners have been taken, and they have 
confirmed earlier information regarding the 
attempt to make a quick strike into Hondu- 
ras and withdraw before there could be any 
reaction. Two prisoners in the custody of 
the Honduran Armed Forces have identi- 
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fied their units as the Francesca Estrada 
Special Counterinsurgency Battalion and 
the German Pomanes Special Counterinsur- 
gency Battalion. 

There continues to be significant move- 
ment of Sandinista units closer to the 
border, and artillery and BM-21 multiple 
rocket launchers continue to fire into Hon- 
duras in support of the Sandinista units. 

Honduran Government and U.S. Army 
helicopters have begun movement of Hon- 
duran military units to the border region. 
This support activity on the part of the 
United States is being conducted under the 
present authorities under section 506A of 
the Foreign Assistance Act. Our helicopters 
are not in any way being exposed to the 
imminent conflict. We are transferring 
Honduran troops from central Honduras to 
the region of the Las Vegas salient in south- 
central Honduras. Throughout the day 
there will be approximately 50-60 sorties of 
U.S. Chinook and Huey helicopters, which 
carry Honduran troops and their associated 
equipment. 

We have asked and received permission 
of the Honduran Government to release 
President Azcona’s letter to President 
Reagan which formalized his verbal request 
for U.S. assistance. The text reads as follows: 

“Mr. President: 

“My government has confirmed the pres- 
ence of Sandinista armed forces on Hondu- 
ran territory in flagrant abuse of our sover- 
eignty. 

“The Sandinista troops have entered the 


eastern zone of our country in the depart- 


ment of Olancho. The area invaded by San- 
dinista forces is very inaccessible, making it 
virtually impossible for the Honduran 
Armed Forces to deploy to the region 
quickly. Therefore, I formally and urgently 
request military assistance from the United 
States of America to include, first of all, air 
transport of Honduran troops as necessary, 
and other material assistance that may be 
necessary to repel the Sandinista forces and 
to prevent these attacks from recurring in 
the future. 

“In the hope that this request will be 
approved with the urgency the case merits, 
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I close this letter, Mr. President, with an 
expression of my highest consideration and 
esteem. Jose Azcona Oje, Constitutional 
President of Honduras.” 


Note: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
statement to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House during 
his daily press briefing, which began at 
12:35 p.m. 


National Council on the Handicapped 





Nomination of Four Members. 
March 26, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate the following individuals 
to be members of the National Council on 
the Handicapped for terms expiring Sep- 
tember 17, 1988: 


John F. Mills will succeed Robert V. Bush. Mr. 
Mills is retired senior vice president of the To- 
bacco Institute in Washington, DC. He attend- 
ed the University of Wisconsin. He is married, 
has four children, and resides in Arlington, VA. 
He was born September 14, 1920, in Milwau- 
kee, WI. 


Robert S. Muller will succeed Hunt Hamill. Mr. 
Muller is administrator for human services at 
Steelcase, Inc., in Grand Rapids, MI. He grad- 
uated from Aquinas College (B.S., 1974). He is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
Grandview, MI. He was born June 22, 1941, in 
Grand Rapids. 


Brenda Premo will succeed Henry Viscardi, Jr. 
Ms. Premo is executive director of the Dayle 
McIntosh Center for the Disabled in Garden 
Grove, CA. She graduated from California 
State University at Long Beach (B.A., 1975). 
She was born February 4, 1952, in Longhead, 
CA, and now resides in Stanton, CA. 


Phyllis D. Zlotnick will succeed R. Budd Gould. 
Ms. Zlotnick is a legislative consultant to the 
Office of Protection and Advocacy for the State 
of Connecticut in Hartford. She attended the 
University of California at Riverside. She was 
born August 27, 1942, in Hartford, CT, and 
now resides in West Hartford. 


National Energy Policy Plan 





Message to the Congress Transmitting the 
Biennial Report. March 26, 1986 





To the Congress of the United States: 


I am pleased to report to you that the 
state of our energy health is good, and the 
prospects for its future promising. 

Our energy climate has undergone a re- 
markable transformation in just five years. 
Crude oil prices have declined, with savings 
passed on to consumers. The United States 
is using energy more productively, and our 
energy supply is more diversified than ever. 
Total U.S. energy production is at an un- 
precedented level, and we are far less vul- 
nerable to disruption of our energy sup- 
plies. 

Our renewed energy health is a testa- 
ment to the ingenuity of the American 
people and the strength of American busi- 
nesses, large and small. We have rightly 
placed our trust in our people and the 
belief that we were not running out of 
energy, only imagination. We have reduced 
regulation, wherever and whenever possi- 
ble. We have placed our confidence in the 
marketplace, rather than government, to 
make key economic decisions about energy. 

The result is a foundation of energy sta- 
bility and energy security. We stand at the 
beginning of a new era of energy strength 
in which the United States has the re- 
sources and capabilities to sustain vigorous 
economic growth, as well as our important 
role in the free world. 

With this new opportunity, of course, 
come new challenges. Unless these chal- 
lenges are met, we may not achieve the 
energy exploration, technological advance, 
and conservation improvements this Nation 
needs. We have more work to do in cutting 
regulatory barriers, especially natural gas 
controls, diversifying our resources, and in- 
creasing alternate energy sources, which 
should further reduce our dependence on 
insecure energy imports. I am submitting 
the Fifth National Energy Policy Plan, 
which addresses the job ahead. 

We are fortunate we can look forward to 
the coming era with confidence that we 
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have learned from the lessons of the past 
and that with new tools and justified belief 
in the American people, our technology, 
and free markets, we will meet the energy 
challenges and opportunities ahead. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
March 26, 1986. 


White House Staff 





Exchange of Letters on the Resignation of 
Fred F. Fielding as Counsel to the 
President. March 26, 1986 





Dear Fred: 

With great regret at your departure, and 
gratitude for your invaluable guidance and 
advice for more than five years, I accept 
your resignation as Counsel to the Presi- 
dent. 

I will miss your wise counsel and good 
judgement. Your service as the President’s 
lawyer has exemplified the highest tradi- 
tions both of the legal profession and of 
American public service. As your “only 
client,” I appreciate as no one else can the 
enormity and variety of your contribution 
to the historic accomplishments we have 
been able to achieve for the American 
people. 

We live in an era in which law pervades 
virtually every aspect of public policy, and 
public scrutiny of government is more in- 
tense than at any time in our Nation’s histo- 
ry. Countless problems of every size and 
scope and substantive dimension were en- 
trusted to you—and handled properly and 
effectively. Your foresight and timely guid- 
ance prevented countless other challenges 
from ever becoming problems at all. 

At times of crisis, yours was a voice of 
calm and reason. Your intellect, skill, and 
tact mixed with warm personal qualities of 
compassion and good humor enabled you to 
discharge your duties with uncompromising 
integrity and a deep and unviolated respect 
for the innumerable confidences with 
which you were entrusted. 

Under your guidance, the lawyers on 
your staff became a reflection of the man 
they served, establishing a standard and 
reputation for excellence and professional- 
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ism throughout the government. In many 
ways, your term of service has not only 
brought distinction to the office you held, 
but has actually helped define it and pro- 
vide a model for any who would take on its 
manifold responsibilities in the future. 

As you return to the private practice of 
law, you can look back with well earned 
pride and satisfaction on the service you 
have rendered, not simply to me, and to 
our Nation, but to the very institution of 
the Presidency. 

I know that I will be able to seek your 
counsel and call upon you in the future. But 
for now, you leave the White House with 
the abiding affection and respect of Nancy 
and me, and with our very best wishes for 
you, Maria, and your children Adam and 
Alexandra. 

With warm friendship and personal re- 
gards, and again my sincerest thanks. 

Sincerely, 


/s/Ronald Reagan 





Dear Mr. President: 

As I told you, one of the most difficult 
decisions I ever made was to tender you my 
resignation as Counsel to the President. 

It was difficult because you have entrust- 
ed me with challenges of great dimension 
and variety, and provided to me the confi- 
dences and had the confidence in me to do 
the tasks. 

It was difficult because you permitted me 
to share in the exciting adventure of your 
Administration, which I believe will be re- 
garded as a period of true fulfillment of the 
American spirit. 

It was difficult because of the high regard 
and deep affection I have for you and the 
First Lady and the appreciation I have for 
the friendship and support you both have 
extended to me. 

Mr. President, thank you for the honor 
you bestowed upon me and for providing 
me for the past five years with one of the 
most professionally and personally reward- 
ing experiences of my life. 

With deepest respect and very best per- 
sonal wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 

/s/Fred 
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Gulf of Sidra Incident 





Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 
March 26, 1986 





Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 


On March 23, United States forces in the 
Eastern Mediterranean began a peaceful ex- 
ercise as part of a global Freedom of Navi- 
gation program by which the United States 
preserves its rights to use international 
waters and air space. This exercise is being 
conducted entirely in and over areas of the 
high seas, in accordance with international 
law and following aviation safety notifica- 
tion procedures. 

On March 24, our forces were attacked 
by Libya. In response, U.S. forces took limit- 
ed measures of self-defense necessary to 
protect themselves from continued attack. 
In accordance with my desire that the Con- 
gress be informed on this matter, I am pro- 
viding this report on the actions taken by 
United States Armed Forces during this in- 
cident. 

Shortly before 8:00 a.m. (EST) on March 
24, two SA-5 surface-to-air missiles were 
fired at U.S. aircraft flying over the high 
seas in the Gulf of Sidra from a Libyan 
missile installation in the vicinity of Sirte on 
the northern Libyan coast. During the 
course of the next few hours, several sur- 
face-to-air missiles were fired at U.S. aircraft 
operating over the high seas. At approxi- 
mately 3:00 p.m. (EST) these missile instal- 
lations again activated their target-acquisi- 
tion radars with the evident objective of 
firing upon U.S. aircraft. Two HARM air-to- 
surface missiles were thereupon fired by a 
U.S. Navy A-7 aircraft, apparently resulting 
in the destruction of the radars controlling 
the missile battery. After a short outage, the 
radar returned to active status and still 
posed a threat to U.S. forces. At 6:47 p.m., 
A-7 aircraft again fired two HARM missiles 
at the SA-5 radar at Sirte. After another 
short outage, the radar has returned to 
active status. 

Meanwhile, a Libyan missile patrol boat 
equipped with surface-to-surface missiles 
came within missile range of U.S. ships on 


the high seas well away from the Libyan 
coast. The U.S. commander determined, in 
light of the Libyan attacks on US. aircraft, 
that this vessel was hostile and therefore 
ordered U.S. aircraft to engage it. At ap- 
proximately 2:00 p.m. (EST), U.S. Navy A-6 
aircraft fired two Harpoon missiles, which 
struck and heavily damaged the Libyan 
vessel. At approximately 4:30 p.m. (EST), a 
second Libyan patrol boat approached US. 
forces, and was driven off by U.S. Navy air- 
craft. Shortly after 6:00 p.m. (EST), a third 
Libyan patrol craft approached the USS 
YORKTOWN at a high rate of speed; the 
YORKTOWN fired two Harpoon missiles, 
which hit the Libyan craft. 

Shortly after 12:20 a.m. (EST) on March 
25, U.S. Navy A-6 aircraft armed with Har- 
poon missiles attacked another Libyan craft, 
apparently resulting in the sinking of that 
vessel. 

All U.S. aircraft returned safely to their 
carriers, and no casualties or damage were 
suffered by U.S. forces. The extent of 
Libyan casualties is not known. 

U.S. forces will continue with their cur- 
rent exercises. We will not be deterred by 
Libyan attacks or threats from exercising 
our rights on and over the high seas under 
international law. If Libyan attacks do not 
cease, we will continue to take the meas- 
ures necessary in the exercise of our right 
of self-defense to protect our forces. 

The deployment of these United States 
Armed Forces and the measures taken by 
them in self-defense during this incident 
were undertaken pursuant to my authority 
under the Constitution, including my au- 
thority as Commander-in-Chief of US. 
Armed Forces. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and Strom 
Thurmond, President pro tempore of the 
Senate. 

The text of the letters was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on March 27. 
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United States 6th Fleet 





Telephone Remarks to the Commander, 
Vice Adm. Frank B. Kelso II. 
March 27, 1986 





I would like to read to you the following 
message which I am having sent to the 
ships and sailors of the 6th Fleet. 

During the past 5 days, the 6th Fleet 
has once again served as the spear and 
shield of American policy in a troubled and 
volatile region. The fundamental principle 
of freedom of the seas—so important to the 
economy and security of the free world— 
has been upheld in the face of a reckless 
and illegal Libyan attack. Your quick re- 
sponse and the bravery and professionalism 
displayed throughout this operation were 
an inspiration for all of us. I am particularly 
pleased that you did not suffer any losses. 
You have sent a message to the whole 
world that the United States has the will 
and, through you, the ability to defend the 
free world’s interests. Your determination 
and tireless response to Libyan threats 
make this world a safer place. 

I am extremely proud to be the Com- 
mander in Chief of such professionals. Your 
courage, sacrifice, and dedication on the 
frontlines of freedom are recognized and 
appreciated by all your countrymen. On 
behalf of all Americans, I say: Well done. 
Thank you, and we’re proud of you. Good 
luck and Godspeed. 


Note: The President telephoned Vice Admi- 
ral Kelso on the task force flagship, the 
U.S.S. Coronado. 


Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 





Statement by the President. 
March 27, 1986 





I met with Michael Novak, a distin- 
guished scholar and writer who will head 
the United States delegation to the Experts’ 
Meeting next month of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) 
in Bern, Switzerland. That meeting, part of 
the Helsinki process of lowering the bar- 
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riers dividing East from West, will discuss 
expanding contacts across borders. 

Mr. Novak reported to me on his recent 
consultations with our NATO allies, the 
Swiss hosts, and the Soviet Union. In 
Moscow he also met with a number of indi- 
viduals divided from their spouses. 

Since 1 out of every 10 Americans has 
roots in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union, the issues to be discussed at Bern— 
family reunification, family contacts, bina- 
tional marriages, travel for personal and 
professional reasons, and emigration—are 
not abstract political questions. They are ~ 
subjects touching the heart of our society: 
the family. Progress between the CSCE 
countries in this area would do much to 
carry forward my discussion last November 
with General Secretary Gorbachev in which 
we agreed on the importance of resolving 
humanitarian cases in a spirit of coopera- 
tion. 

Today, in the Soviet Union and other East 
European States, there are too many indi- 
viduals and families who are separated from 
relatives in the West or prevented from 
traveling abroad. The Berlin Wall is a physi- 
cal embodiment of the cruel and unneces- 
sary policies that separate peoples from one 
another. At Bern we have a chance to 
pursue the process of bringing down the bar- 
riers to human contacts that separate East 
from West. 

I have instructed Mr. Novak to speak 
forthrightly at Bern about the continuing 
probiems in the field of human contacts and 
the need for the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe to work harder to resolve them. We 
would like to see practical results that will 
bring benefits to the citizens of East and 
West. 


New Orleans, Louisiana 





Remarks at a Fundraiser for Congressman 
W. Henson Moore, the Republican 
Candidate for the U.S. Senate. 

March 27, 1986 





The President. | thank you all very much. 
The warmth of your welcome makes me 
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think that maybe you believe that I’m a 
member of the LSU Tigers. [Laughter] And 
thank you, Henson, for those very warm 
words and very kind words. 

It’s a pleasure for me to be with you here 
today in support of a tough and responsible 
Member of the Congress, a man who has 
served Louisiana and his country well, Con- 
gressman Henson Moore. I know this is a 
fundraising luncheon for Henson, but I’d 
like to take a minute to recognize also the 
tremendous job that Bob Livingston has 
done in the Congress. Henson and Bob 
have been allies I could count on in the 
struggle to put America’s economic house 
in order and to rebuild our country’s de- 
fenses. Let me just ask you, I know this is 
silly of me, but can I count on you to send 
Henson to the United States Senate? [Ap- 
plause] You just made my day. [Laughter] 
And you didn’t do anything bad to his. 
[Laughter] 

Well, it’s always great to be in Louisiana. 
I still remember coming here when I was 
looking for a job in 1980. [Laughter] I deliv- 
ered a speech on a riverboat complete with 
Dixieland music. Now, that makes me 
think—you know something would make 
me think of a story. Job hunting—this is 
about a fellow who was looking for work. 
He wanted to work with animals. And then 
he saw a help wanted ad for the zoo, and 
he went right down. And they said, “Fine.” 
But they told him his first job was to put on 
a gorilla suit—because their gorilla had died 
and the other one hadn’t arrived yet—and 
be in the cage and kind of perform for the 
children and so forth. And then they as- 
sured him, though, that as soon as the other 
gorilla arrived, why, he’d have a regular job 
there in the zoo. So, there he was. Well, just 
sitting around in the zoo and making faces 
at the kids got a little boring. And they had 
a rope in there, and finally he began swing- 
ing on the rope for them and doing a few 
tricks. And one day he got carried away and 
swung that thing over to where he fell off 
the rope and landed in the lion’s cage. And 
the lion came roaring at him. And he start- 
ed screaming, “Somebody, quick, get me 
out of here.” The lion jumped on him and 
said, “Shut up. You'll get both of us fired.” 
[Laughter] 

But between now and election day, I 
hope you'll do your utmost to make sure 


that the people of this State give Henson 
Moore the job that he’s looking for. He’s 
effective. He’s hard working. And he’ll be a 
Senator that you can be proud of. 


Believe me, I know how effective he is. 
Just recently he led the way to a settlement 
between the House and Senate on the issue 
of offshore oil revenue. He was in the Oval 
Office presenting Louisiana’s case, and let’s 
just say Henson knows how to get your at- 
tention. At that meeting I told Henson that 
the resolution of the “8-6” issue, contained 
in the reconciliation bill, which deals with 
the division of offshore oil revenue between 
the State and Federal Governments, had 
my support. Since then, Henson Moore has 
been—the rest of the reconciliation bill re- 
mained acceptable. I expect to sign it into 
law when it reaches my desk. And I believe 
that this will mean over $600 million for 
Louisiana yet this year. 


The citizens of our country have been 
enjoying one of the longest and strongest 
peacetime economic expansions in our his- 
tory. The glitch in last month’s unemploy- 
ment figures notwithstanding, more jobs 
have been created since the recovery began 
than in all other industrialized nations com- 
bined—almost 10 million. At the same time, 
inflation, which was public enemy number 
1 when I spoke on that riverboat back in 
1980, is now lower than we’ve seen in two 
decades. And with interest rates continuing 
to edge down—and they came down fur- 
ther yesterday—and the stock market 
reaching an all-time high—and if it contin- 
ues what it’s done in the first half of today, 
it will be another all-time high by the end 
of the day, although with Wall Street you 
never know. They can make a turn before 
the day’s over, but it’s pretty solidly grow- 
ing up there. 


I’m aware of the economic troubles that 
persist here in Louisiana. Your difficulties 
make it absolutely essential that you have a 
Senator who can command the respect of 
the public and of other elected officials, an 
individual who can lead Louisiana into the 
sunshine of growth and prosperity so appar- 
ent throughout so much of our country. 
Sending Henson Moore to the United States 
Senate will be your way of declaring for all to 
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hear that Louisiana is getting down to busi- 
ness. 

The decision the people of Louisiana will 
make September 27th is important to this 
State and our country. The big taxers and 
spenders are waiting in the wings. Mark my 
words, if they regain control of the Senate, 
they’re going to force upon us the same 
economic failures and hardships that 
brought America to the edge of a national 
economic calamity only 6 years ago. 

I'd like to hear your opinion. Does 
anyone else, anyone here, want to go back 
to the days of double-digit inflation, ever- 
increasing taxes, and national decline? 

Audience. No! 

The President. We can’t leave the bad old 
days behind if the advocates of the failed 
policies of the past are put in charge of the 
United States Senate. 

We all know, for example, that there are 
those who believe the answer to high defi- 
cit spending is to increase your taxes—and 
then increase them again. Well, that’s their 
answer to just about every problem—rob 
Peter to pay Paul. They don’t realize Peter 
went bankrupt a long time ago. [Laughter] 
There’s an old saying that in raising taxes, 
as in shearing sheep, it is best to stop when 
one gets to the skin. The big taxers on Cap- 
itol Hill don’t know when to stop, and we 
can’t afford to let them regain control of 
the Senate. 

If we raise taxes, we risk knocking the 
legs out from under the national economic 
growth. And that would leave us even 
bigger deficits. So, what’s the answer? Well, 
first and foremost, we must encourage 
growth and investment. Improving econom- 
ic conditions are already making it easier to 
meet deficit reduction targets. The experts 
are beginning to take note of this. 

But these good tidings do not exempt 
Members of Congress from their own duty 
to overcome their addiction to deficit 
spending, which with only one or two 
single-year exceptions has gone on for 50 
years now. Even with an expanding econo- 
my, we're still talking about one of the pre- 
eminent challenges of our day. And here 
again, I am more confident than ever that 
we can meet this challenge, not by clobber- 
ing our people with higher taxes and less 
take-home pay, but through a combination 
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of realistic budget reductions and economic 
growth. 

To solve this and other problems, Amer- 
ica needs the talent and hard work of confi- 
dent, people-oriented leaders like Henson 
Moore, elected officials who would rather 
ask the Federal Government to tighten its 
belt than to ask American families to tight- 
en theirs, leaders who understand that the 
right answer to helping the less fortunate is 
not handouts and welfare, but jobs and op- 
portunity. 

What we're doing is recapturing that 
same spirit of enterprise and ingenuity that 


turned a vast American wilderness into a — 


dynamo of freedom and prosperity. 

We must remember, however, that unless 
our country is secure, none of the other 
hotly debated issues have relevance. Presi- 
dent Andrew Jackson, who early in our 
country’s history fought and won a great 
victory in this city, once said, “The first 
duty of a soldier or good citizen is to attend 
to the safety and interest of his coun- 
try... .” Old Hickory’s words ring true 
this day. All Americans must remember 
that, as a free people, the future is in our 
hands. And if we don’t see to do our duty, 
our beloved country can remain neither 
free nor secure, as Henson just told you. 

During the last decade, our government, 
paralyzed by uncertainty, permitted our de- 
fenses to erode and ignored a growing to- 
talitarian threat. But the failures of the last 
decade should have taught us something. 
Crossing our fingers and hoping for the best 
is not the way to ensure a more peaceful 
world. 

Militaristic states perceive unilateral con- 
cessions as. a sign of weakness, not good 
faith. Serious negotiations flow not from 
proving sincerity, but from resolve and le- 
verage. In short, peace through strength is 
a fact of life, and it’s about time for Amer- 
ica to leave uncertainty and indecision 
behind. It’s time to grow up and face reali- 
ty. 

Since coming to Washington, time and 
again we have struggled on Capitol Hill just 
to prevent our negotiators from being 
stripped of their leverage prior to getting to 
the negotiating table. Time and time again 
we won, with only a tiny margin, votes es- 
sential to our security. For example, there 
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are those who while loudly proclaiming a 
belief in arms control agreements with the 
Soviet Union, at the same time have voted 
against systems that persuade the Soviets to 
negotiate. The Strategic Defense Initiative 
was opposed by many who claimed the So- 
viets would cancel arms talks if we proceed- 
ed with that defensive system. Well, the 
opposite, of course, was true. I have little 
doubt if it were not for the installation of 
the Pershing and cruise missiles in Europe 
and our commitment to developing an anti- 
missile defense shield that the Soviets 
would not now be negotiating with us. 

In Central America we won military sup- 
port for the besieged democracy of El Sal- 
vador by only a few votes. Had we lost, the 
tragedy that would have followed would 
have been a disaster for the people of that 
country and would have set off a chain of 
events beyond our control. Many of those 
who opposed that military aid suggested 
that Communist victory in El Salvador was 
inevitable, that our military support was 
only prolonging the agony. And, again, the 
opposite was true. Today the Communists 
are on the run in El Salvador, and even 
critics believe President Duarte can make 
democracy in his troubled country. And 
they have had two fine, fair elections there 
as a democracy. 

One of the important factors that has 
given the people of El Salvador a chance 
has been the courage of the Nicaraguan 
democratic resistance. These brave men 
and women have bogged down the Com- 
munist drive in Central America. One week 
ago the House of Representatives voted 
against assisting these Nicaraguan freedom 
fighters, and again we see reality turned on 
its head. At the same time that our oppo- 
nents claim to support negotiations, they 
move to eliminate any incentive for the 
Communists to negotiate. They are not 
going to come to the table because they 
have had a change of heart. They are going 
to come because the heat is on and they get 
tired of the heat that the contras can 
impose upon them. 

Does anyone really believe that the 
ruling clique that runs Nicaragua will enter 
into a serious dialog simply to prove they’re 
good guys? One opponent of aid to the free- 
dom fighters was quoted after the vote as 
saying, “I hope the Sandinistas take it as a 


sign of peace and friendship.” Well, the 
Nicaraguan Communists took the House 
vote as a sign all right; they invaded the 
territory of Honduras with about 1,500 
heavily armed troops, and then they lied 
about it. This military drive demonstrates 
the nature of the Nicaragua regime. The 
Communists in Nicaragua are not seeking 
dialog and persuasion or pluralism. They 
want total power in their hands, and they 
have no respect for the borders of their 
neighbors. This Sandinista offensive is a slap 
in the face to everyone who voted against 
aid to the freedom fighters thinking it to be 
a vote for reconciliation. 

We live in a dangerous world. If peace is 
to be maintained and if our country is to be 
secure, we must have the courage to face 
facts and act. The lives of the Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters, the fate of Central Amer- 
ica, is to a large degree in the hands of the 
United States Congress. Louisiana’s House 
delegation, demonstrating a bipartisan com- 
mitment to our national security, voted 6 to 
2 for the freedom fighters that last time 
around. Louisiana can be proud of that. But 
last Thursday’s House vote will not be the 
final word on this issue. I hope the Senate 
will vote today and send the measure back 
to the House for another vote as quickly as 
possible, because that’s what the Senate is 
debating as we sit here today. 

As you know, this past week the United 
States—this is another subject, same philoso- 
phy—the United States 6th Fleet exer- 
cised its right of international passage in the 
Mediterranean. You’re well aware they did 
it by operating with ships and aircraft, some 
of them in the Gulf of Sidra. They came 
under attack by the forces of the Libyan 
Government, such as it is—{/aughter|}—and 
they performed superbly. And now I can 
tell you, as of today, the exercise is com- 
plete. And this morning, I telephoned the 
Commander of the 6th Fleet and told him, 
on behalf of all of you, of the American 
people, congratulations one and all for 
a job well done. 

I think we can all be proud that we have 
such fine and outstanding servicemen pro- 
tecting and defending our country. Wher- 
ever they are in the world, Korea and other 
places and there in that Navy, I have to tell 
you nothing in this job I have has made me 
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more proud than the young Americans in 
uniform today. They aren’t draftees. They 
volunteered. They’re all there by choice. 
And would you be pleased to know that the 
highest percentage of high school graduates 
ever in the history of our military is in our 
military today. And there are three intelli- 
gence brackets upon which various assign- 
ments are based. The highest percentage 
ever in our history is in the top bracket of 
intelligence, in those servicemen and 
women that we have. 

And, incidentally, I know you’ve been 
treated to a drumbeat of propaganda about 
defense budget and defense spending and 
as if we’re spending our money on $400 
hammers and things of that kind. Let me 
just reassure you of something: All of those 
horror stories that you’ve heard—we found 
we aren’t doing that. This is what we found 
has been going on, and we’ve corrected it. 
We bought tens of thousands of hammers 
last year between $6 and $8 apiece— 
no $400 hammers. [Laughter] 

But let me make some broader points. 
First, freedom of navigation is a vital inter- 
est to all free nations, the lifeblood of our 
prosperity and our security. In many parts 
of the world we regularly make clear that 
we do not recognize territorial claims con- 
trary to international law. 

Some of those who often blame America 
first have suggested that the presence of 
our fleet was a deliberate act of provoca- 
tion. The truth is, this was the seventh time 
our fleet has operated and had those exer- 
cises crossing the border sometimes into the 
Gulf of Sidra. Out of our 45 ships in the 
maneuvers, only three were on the other 
side of that so-called Line of Death. It was 
Qadhafi’s establishment of an illegitimate 
line in the Gulf of Sidra that violated inter- 
national law, just as Qadhafi has routinely 
violated the peace of his region, the borders 
of his neighbors, and the safety of innocent 
citizens around the world. 

Therefore, the United States will continue 
to defend the basic principles of law, free 
navigation and international security. And 
I’ve had one rule from the very first day in 
office: We will never send our young serv- 
ice people anyplace in the world where 
there is danger without them understand- 
ing that if somebody shoots at them, they 
can shoot back. 
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In addition, the United States will not be 
intimidated by new threats of terrorism 
against us. We’re aware of intensive Libyan 
preparations that were already underway 
for terrorist operations against Americans. 
Mr. Qadhafi must know that we will hold 
him fully accountable for any such actions. 

America and our allies in the cause of 
freedom have never been perfect, but we 
have nothing to apologize for. In these last 
6 years we’ve witnessed one of the greatest 
expansions of democracy in the history of 
our hemisphere. If we have the integrity to 
do what is right, freedom will not only sur- 
vive, it will triumph. And to do that, we 
need leaders like Henson Moore. So, I ask 
you to do what you can to see to it that 
America is given the benefit of his leader- 
ship in the United States Senate. 

I’m counting on you, and so is he. And 
thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the New Orleans 
Hilton Riverside and Towers. 


As printed above, the remarks follow the 
text of the White House press release. 


Aid to the Contras 





Statement by the President on the Senate’s 
Approval of the Aid Plan. March 27, 1986 





I am deeply pleased by today’s vote in 
the Senate, and I want to express my thanks 
to those who voted for aid to the freedom 
fighters. The Senate’s action is sure to send 
a profoundly reassuring signal to those 
fighting for freedom in Nicaragua and to 
Nicaragua’s threatened neighbors. It helps 
to demonstrate that it is indeed possible to 
forge democracy and stability in our hemi- 
sphere. Now the issue returns to the House 
where I hope we can garner the few addi- 
tional votes necessary to achieve a positive 
outcome. I urge those Members of the 
House who were not with us last week to 
cast a positive vote for freedom and for the 
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national security interests of the United 
States. 


United States Antisatellite Program 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. March 28, 1986 





The President has expressed deep con- 
cern that Congressmen Aspin and Brown 
have decided to oppose the continuation of 
the only antisatellite (ASAT) program the 
United States now has nearing deployment 
that can offset the Soviet monopoly on 
ASAT capability that has existed for several 
years. 

While the President is also concerned 
about program costs and technical prob- 
lems, he has determined that the U.S. ASAT 
program should go forward as a key, effec- 
tive element of our deterrence. Many of the 
problems in the program, as Congress 
knows, are due to Congress’s own prohibi- 
tion against testing and other Congressional 
program adjustments. A prompt lifting of 
the Congressional prohibition on testing 
would enable us to bring our ASAT pro- 
gram to-operational readiness at the least 
possible cost. 

Unilateral actions such as this undermine 
the position of our negotiators in Geneva 
and make it substantially more difficult, if 
not impossible, to reach verifiable and equi- 
table agreements with the Soviets. 

The protection of our satellites through- 
out the world depends on a clear under- 
standing by our adversaries that they 
cannot destroy our space systems with im- 
punity in times of crisis. 

These U.S. systems that are threatened 
are the systems that protect the lives of our 
men and women deployed throughout the 
world. Should deterrence fail, our ASAT 
program would be critical to deny any ad- 
versary the use of space-based systems used 
to target our land and sea forces. 

The President will be working closely 
with the Congress in the days ahead to 
assure that systems that protect our vital 
interests such as the U.S. ASAT programs 
are not canceled. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





March 22 
In the evening, the President attended 


the annual Gridiron Dinner at the Capital 
Hilton Hotel. 


March 24 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Elliot Abrams, Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs, to re- 
ceive the Assistant Secretary’s report 
on his trip to El Salvador, Honduras, 
and Costa Rica to provide assurances of 
continued U.S. support; 

—Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole 
and Senators Strom Thurmond of South 
Carolina, Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, 
Dennis DeConcini of Arizona, and Paul 
Simon of Illinois, to discuss the bal- 
anced budget amendment; 

—Donald T. Regan, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Chief of Staff, Secretary of 
Defense Caspar W. Weinberger, Adm. 
John M. Poindexter, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, 
and Adm. William J. Crowe, Jr., Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to dis- 
cuss developments in the situation in 
the Gulf of Sidra. 


March 25 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—the Economic Policy Council, to discuss 

proposed amendments to the Davis 
Bacon Act. 

Throughout the day, the President tele- 
phoned Members of Congress to discuss aid 
to the contras and the balanced budget 
amendment. 


429 








Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 


March 26 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Paul D. Wolfowitz, the new U.S. Am- 
bassador to Indonesia; 
—a group of astronomers, for lunch; 


—Ralph Harris, a journalist with Reuters 
who is retiring after having covered the 
White House since the Truman admin- 
istration; 

—Fred F. Fielding, who is resigning as 
Counsel to the President. 

The President designated Theodore J. 
Garrish, Assistant Secretary to Energy (Con- 
gressional, Intergovernmental, and Public 
Affairs), as Acting Federal Inspector for the 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System. 

The President transmitted a report to the 
Speaker of the House and the chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
concerning the late transmittals of certain 
international agreements. 

The President transmitted to Congress: 

—the 1984 annual report on United 
States participation in the United Na- 
tions; 

—the ninth annual report of the National 
Institute of Building Sciences. 


March 27 

The President met at the White House 
with members of the White House staff. 

In the morning, the President left the 
White House and traveled to New Orleans, 
LA, where he addressed a fundraiser for 
Congressman W. Henson Moore, Republi- 
can candidate for the U.S. Senate. 

Upon the conclusion of his remarks, he 
then traveled to Rancho del Cielo, his ranch 
near Santa Barbara, CA, for a 10-day Easter 
vacation. 

The President requested the Congress to 
provide $80 million to the Federal Aviation 
Administration and $35.5 million to the 
Coast Guard to enable these agencies to 
maintain an adequate level of operations 
during fiscal year 1986. Of the $115.5 mil- 
lion requested, $108.7 million would be 
transferred from other Department of 
Transportation accounts. Total fiscal year 
1986 outlays would not be affected. The 
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President also requested $1.3 million for 
the American Battle Monuments Commis- 
sion to enable the Commission to continue 
to maintain United States memorial shrines 
and military burial grounds located in for- 
eign countries in the face of the declining 
value of the dollar. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted March 24 


Robert M. Gates, 

of Virginia, to be Deputy Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence, vice John N. McMahon, re- 
signed. 


Henry Bowen Frazier III, 

of Virginia, to be a member of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority for a term of 5 
years expiring July 1, 1990 (reappointment). 


Submitted March 25 


Marshall A. Staunton, 

of California, to be Administrator of the 
Economic Regulatory Administration, vice 
Rayburn D. Hanzlik, resigned. 


Submitted March 26 


James Larry Edmondson, 

of Georgia, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Eleventh Circuit, vice Albert 
J. Henderson, retired. 


Andrew J. Kleinfeld, 

of Alaska, to be United States District Judge 
for the District of Alaska, vice a new posi- 
tion created by P.L. 98-353, approved July 
10, 1984. 


J. Roger Mentz, 

of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury, vice Ronald Alan Pearl- 
man, resigned. 





Nominations—Continued 
Submitted March 26—Continued 


Frank H. Dunkle, 

of Montana, to be Director of the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service, vice 
Robert A. Jantzen, resigned. 


Morris I. Leibman, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the United States Institute of 
Peace for a term of 2 years expiring January 
19, 1987 (new position). 


Submitted March 27 


Roger Milton Olsen, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, vice Glenn L. Archer, Jr., re- 
signed. 


Sonia Landau, 

of New York, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting for a term expiring March 26, 
1991 (reappointment). 


The following-named persons to be mem- 
bers of the National Council on the Handi- 
capped for terms expiring September 17, 
1988: 
John F. Mills, of Virginia, vice Robert V. 
Bush, term expired. 
Robert S. Muller, of Michigan, vice Hunt 
Hamill, term expired. 
Brenda Premo, of California, vice Henry 
Viscardi, Jr., term expired. 
Phyllis D. Zlotnick, of Connecticut, vice 
R. Budd Gould, term expired. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released March 25 


Statement: 

Consumer Price Index for February—by 
Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President 
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Checklist —Continued 
Released March 26 


Announcement: 

Nomination of James Larry Edmendson to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the Elev- 
enth Circuit 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Andrew J. Kleinfeld to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of Alaska 


Released March 27 


Advance test: 
Fundraiser for Congressman W. Henson 
Moore 


Statement: . 

U.S. trade deficit for February—by Larry 
M. Speakes, Principal Deputy Press Secre- 
tary to the President 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved March 24 


HJ. Res. 534 / Public Law 99-263 

Making an urgent supplemental appropria- 
tion for the Department of Agriculture for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1986, 
and for other purposes 


S. 1396 / Public Law 99-264 
White Earth Reservation Land Settlement 
Act of 1985 


Approved March 25 


SJ. Res. 254 / Public Law 99-265 
To designate the year of 1987 as the “Na- 
tional Year of Thanksgiving” 


Approved March 27 


H.R. 4399 / Public Law 99-266 

To designate the Federal building located 
in Jamaica, Queens, New York, as the 
“Joseph P. Addabbo Federal Building” 
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Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved March 27—Continued 


HJ. Res. 563 / Public Law 99-267 

To provide for the temporary extension of 
certain programs relating to housing and 
community development, and for other 
purposes 


SJ. Res. 226 / Public Law 99-268 

To designate the week of April 6, 1986, 
through April 12, 1986, as “World Health 
Week”, and to designate April 7, 1986, as 
“World Health Day” 
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Editor’s Note 





The President was visiting Rancho del 
Cielo, his ranch near Santa Barbara, CA, on 
March 28, the closing date of this issue. 
Releases and announcements issued during 
his visit to California, but not received by 
the Office of the Federal Register in time 
for inclusion in this issue, will be printed 
next week. 
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